Bentleyville Borough Minutes

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, December 4, 2012 at 7:00pm

900 Main St., Bentleyville, PA 15314

- 1 -

Council President Stan Glowaski called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Council Members present: President Stan Glowaski, Vice President Roy Larimer, Linda Vrabel, Robert Paul, Gary Damich, Tim Jansanti and Ken Yankowsky.  Also Present: Solicitor Dennis Makel and Secretary Kim Sacco.
Business from the floor:

Paul Peternel appeared to discuss again the closing of 32A by PennDot in the project proposed to begin in June of 2015.  The Pastor believes that Penn Dot is creating a greater problem rather than solving the existing problems.  Kirsten Donatelli also appeared to report on the lack of response from her meeting with Shuster’s office, Solobay’s office and Neuman’s office.  Representative Shuster’s office is of the belief that only 20 people oppose the plan.  They would like council to bring this to the attention of the residents.  Mary Wolf talked with Congressman Neuman.  Neuman is against the proposal.  He told Mary that the most powerful thing they can do is to get a petition together.  The Fire Department’s problem will be in response time in getting to the accidents.  Ron Sicchitano Sr. said that Penn Dot initially had 5 different plans.  He also brought up the fact that none of the plans correct the dangerous S curve that causes the majority of the accidents.  The regulation that Penn Dot is trying to comply with is the one that limits highways that utilize Federal funds to not have more than one exit within a one mile span.  32A is only one half mile away from 32B.
Dennis Makel suggested a meeting with council and a representative from Penn Dot.  The secretary was asked to call Solobay’s office to arrange this meeting.

Stan Glowaski requested a motion to accept the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of 11/5/12.  It was moved by Linda Vrabel and seconded by Gary Damich to accept the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 11/5/12.    The motion carried unanimously.

Unfinished Business:

It was moved by Roy Larimer and seconded by Linda Vrabel to accept the Minutes of the Continued Meeting of 11/8/12.    The motion carried unanimously. 

It was moved by Robert Paul and seconded by Tim Jansante to accept the Treasurer’s Report of 10/31/12.  The motion carried unanimously.
Joe Kirk from the mid Mon Valley Authority visited and gave council an overview of what the Mid Mon Valley Cog has to offer Bentleyville in the way of services and cooperatives.  It would cost Bentleyville approximately $1000.00 to become active members in the COG.  

It was moved by Ken Yankowsky and seconded by Roy Larimer that the Borough should pay the Real EstateTransfer tax that will be incurred by transferring the Library building into the ownership of the Library.  Discussion included the fact that what it cost the Borough in taxes would be made up for in the expense savings over the long run.  The consensus was that if the library needed this in order to move forward with their plans, the borough council should do what was necessary to make this happen.  The vote was called and all were in favor.  The secretary was directed to contact the Library to arrange a meeting to discuss the name changes on utilities and other expenses.

Ken Yankowsky made a motion to adopt the Advertised Proposed 2013 Budget.  The motion was seconded by Gary Damich and it was approved unanimously.

It was moved by Roy Larimer and seconded by Linda Vrabel to adopt the 2013 Tax Rate Ordinance.  All were in favor.

The guide rails at the end of Level Street between Acme and South, and Cherry Street were acquired through donations and the work would proceed.  There were a few posts that the Borough needed to purchase.
Solicitor Makel has been talking to Jeff Leithauser regarding the storm water ordinance and would advise council of the direction they should take at the next meeting.

We should request that Neiswonger should bond Ames Road before they start strip mining in that area.

New Business:
It was moved  by Tim Jansante and seconded by Roy Larimer to have the secretary purchase the most cost efficient Worker’s Compensation package at her own discretion.  The motion carried unanimously.
It was moved by Gary Damich and seconded by Linda Vrabel to advertise for the 2013 meeting schedule keeping everything as it is now.  The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Ken Yankowsky and seconded by Tim Jansante to renew the Tax Collector’s Bond in the amount of 30% of the extimated face amount of the tax duplicate.  All were in favor.

It was moved by Ken Yankowsky and seconded by Roy Larimer to reappoint HMT as the UCC Building Code Officials  at no cost to the borough and the borough is held harmless for the Borough of Bentleyville for 2013.  The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Gary Damich and seconded by Linda Vrabel to have the secretary contact Constellation Energy to contract them as the supplier for the Holiday Lights.  The motion carried unanimously.
It was moved by Gary Damich and seconded by Ken Yankowsky to appoint Gary Easoz, who submitted a letter of intent, to the vacant Planning Commission position.  The motion was carried unanimously.

It was moved by Ken Yankowsky and seconded by Tim Jansante to subscribe to the PSAB Borough News magazine for all current council, mayor and municipal building at the cost of $10 per subscription.

It was moved by Ken Yankowsky and seconded by Roy Larimer to pay Mark Bostich and Art Blackburn for any vacation that would remain unused at year end.  The motion passed unanimously.

It was moved by Tim Jansante and seconded by Roy Larimer to enter into a new agreement with Southwest Regional for the fiscal year 2013.  The only change between this year and last year is a $5 per hour increase.  Robert Paul considered the increase to be too much and wanted to discuss it before it was brought to a vote.  Despite the increase, Roy Larimer indicated that other municipalities were paying much more for the same protection by Southwest   The motion carried with all in favor but Ken Yankowsky.

Secretaries Report:

It was moved by Ken Yankowsky and seconded by Linda Vrabel that the secretary should attend all meetings on behalf of the borough being reimbursed for mileage at the Federal rate of 56.5 per mile.  All were in favor.

The secretary reported that the secretary / manager meeting attended on November 16th was valuable and dealt with Energy Efficiency.  The borough needs to look back  to see if there are any energy savings that were implemented since 2009 that we could get a rebate for.  Also we want to look into LED lights for the parking lot and for the Holiday displays.
Sam Vargo, Animal Control reported on the month’s dog adventures.  Sam suggested that the borough look into some sort of registration process for Pit Bulls.  There was a motion by Robert Paul which was seconded by Tim Jansante to reimburse Sam for the Dog Food he purchases for the dogs taken from Bentleyville.  It was passed unanimously.
Recreation Board Report:  Christmas in the park was a success, the new building was well received for this event.  There were about 200 children in attendance.  The rec board also catered the Tri County dinner as a fund raiser.
Solicitor Report:  None

Mayor Report:  None

Buildings and Borough Properties:  None
Streets and Bridges:  $64.21 was collected from the parking meters.  
Police and Lights: None
Health and Sanitation:  None
Redevelopment:  None
Finance and Purchases:  Report read.

It was moved by Gary Damich and seconded by Robert Paul to pay bills as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.
It was moved by Linda Vrabel and seconded by Roy Larimer to accept the receipts.  The motion carried unanimously.
It was moved by Linda Vrabel and seconded by Tim Jansante to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55pm.

Respectfully submitted

_____________________

Kimberly G. Sacco

Borough Secretary Treasurer

